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RTZ: DOING IT
ALL OVER THE WORLD

As we go to press, news has arrived that this year's a.g.m. will be
three weeks earlier than ussual. It will be on May 9th, the time and the venue
have not yet been announced. We therefore ask you to read the last two pages
of this newsletter carefully, and return the form to us as soon as possible.
“ur a.g.m. hotline is now open to answer your queries, 7and provide more information

for those who have not attended the a.g.m. before - give us a call on 609 1852 .

RTZ is the biggest and most powerful mining company in the
world., Of course there are plenty of other companies with controversial mining
operations all around our globe, but our experience shows that RTZ's subsidiaries
employ some of the most ruthless and unscrupulous tactics of them all. Taking
our leads from the worldwide communities affected by RTZ, PARTiZANS has got its
hands full. We didn't have room in this issue te tell you about the proposed
gold explorations which are going on in Ireland at the moment. The local press
in omagh showed a photo of a Riofinex North trench which was literally five

metres from one outraged man's home. The comany have been exploring WITHOUT
planning permission, which they have then obtained retrospectively. The Gold

Mining Action Group in Omagh have said that the long term consequences of mining
in the area are frightening to contemplate.

The long awaited report on RTZ's Capper Pass smelter in Humberside has
now been published, and made the television news headlines, For the last three
vears the Hull Action on Child Cancers group have been fighting the conspiracy
between RTZ, local authorities and researchers, which refuses to acknowledge the
link between the high incidence of child leukaemias around the radioactive polonium—
belching smelter. The report from the Scottish University Research and Reactor
Commission has revealed that there is evidence ("although not conclusive"!.) that
levels of radiation at Capper Pass are higher than these at Sellafield. -

The Capper Pass report is a victery for campaigners, as is the news
we have received that CRA is being prohibited from mining for uranium in the
Western Desert of Australia. It was two years ago that two delegates from Aboriginal
communities in the Western Desert confronted RTZ at the a.g.m. in London over this
issue; their hard work (and ours)) in resisting the most persistent of companies
has paid off.

News that RioAlgom have closed-down two of its Elliot Lake uraniur
mines in Canada is indicative of the state of the world uranium market. As prices
steadily fall RTZ, the world's largest non-state—owned uranium producer, and third
largest in the western world, will be moving into preciuus metals and specialist
minerals. As we can already see, (centre pages) the dangers associated with these
processes are considerable.

JERECTTON: Page 15: Sir Alistair has not vacated his seat as chairman of the boar
of RTZ, but as chief executive. The Wellcome Foundation is British and not American.
Davy INternational is also British, and it is its US subsidy Davy—McKee which is one

of-the world's biggest constructors of nuélear plant. Whoops.....sorr




Will you be coming to the RTZ a.g.m ? There is lirtle
doubt that the main campaining point at this year's
a.g.m. will be the proposed copper mine at Wisconsin

in the U.S.A. which will threaten the livelihoods of
many native Americans, and which will have dire
consequences for everyone living in that area because

of the serious environmental implications.

RTZ inherited the Kennecott interest in the BP deal,

and it is Kennecott which hope to be able to mine in

the area. Because this issue is going to be so critical
at this year's a.g.m. we have dedicated seven pages to
it, so that those campaigners who come along to the
a.g.m. will be well briefed.

We will be hosting a delegation from the Lac Court
Oreilles band of the Chippewa people — they feel that
coming to put their case to the parent company in London
will be an important part of their campaign. We are also
hoping that they will be able to do a speaking tour.

If you can help us to pay the considerable sum needed

to finance this tour, we would love to hear from you.

The a.g.m. will, as ussual, be at the end of May/beginning
of June, so if you intend to come along, or.you simply want
to know more about it, then give us a call.

Activists say
Kenmnecott plan
could help
make Wisconsin
a resource

colony for the
multinationals.
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BY WILLIAM HURRLE
Evel_vn and Roscoe Churchill are
worried, The lean, silver-haired
former educators, both in their T0s,
have lived in Grant Township near
Ladysmith all of their lives. Oak Knoll
Farm belonged Lo Roscoe's parents.
Now he and Evelyn raise Appaloosa and
Belgian horses there,

It is a beautiful part of Wisconsin,
steeped in rural traditions. But now the

Churchills and others believe the life
they have known is in jeopardy.

“The land can only support so much,
you know,” says Evelyn., "The city
always wants to grow, But to stay rural,
wecan't.”

At issue is a proposed copper mine a
short mile from Ladysmith. All along
Highway 8 f[rom Marinette to Rusk
counties, massive bodies of sulfide-
bound ores have attracted
multinational corporations for 30 years.
Now Kennecott, through its subsidiary
Flambeau Mining Co., wants permits for
a copper mine in Rusk County. Ap-
proval is a step toward unlocking the
area for development, - an intriguing
prospect to some local officials. But the
Churchills, and many of their neigh-
bors, stand united in opposition.

On Labor Day, 1989, more than 200
people—part of Wisconsin's nascent
Green Party—camped on the Church-
ills' back forty for the fourth Honor
the Earth Festival. Dozens of activists
canoed down the Flambeau River from
Ladysmith to the mine site in a protest
organized by Earth First! activist Bob
Kasper of Madison. There was a rain-
bow, an eagle flew overhead, and police
were waiting on shore to escort the
protesters off the mine site.

The battle in this northwestern
Wisconsin community may be a prelude
to an all-out resource war, If Kennecott
gets its way, other mining interests are
expected to follow: Exxon, Noranda,
Phelps-Dodge, Getty 0il, Minatome and
Uranerz (French and West German
uranium  outfits), Kerr-McGee, In-
ternational Minerals and Chemicals,
etc. Mining could change the face of
northern  Wisconsin—something  the
current participants understand full
well.

“Now that the multinational mining
corporations have lost many of their
resource colonies in the Third World,
they are desperately seeking to colonize
‘safe’ resource areas within the United

States,”” says Al Gedicks, a mining
opponent and professor of sociology at
the UW-La Crosse. “*The end result of
this extractive activity will be multiple
mines, mills, smelters, waste dumps and
the toxic and radioactive contamination
of the delicate ecology of northern
Wisconsin."”

THEN AND NOW
To open the Ladysmith mine, the
company needs to get permits from the 2



state Department of Natural Besources
and to beat back a court challenge, Last
fall the DNI released a draft en-
vironmental impact statement (ELS) on
the project; the final form of that
 document will be released late next
week. Members of the public will have
120 days to comment; a master hearing
on the plan will be held this July in
Ladysmith. :

Flambeau River

‘\propused
copper mine

Kennecott wants L;dysmith
to mine ore from
a pit 225 feet deep
covering 32 acres

along the Flambeau

River near Ladysmith.

Madison
L ]

This is the second time a mine at
Ladysmith has been proposed. The first
attempt died in 1976 when Rusk County
refused to issue a permit. Then as now,
Roscoe Churchill was a member of the
county board. At that time, what he
said carried the issue,

Anti-mining sentiment, says Church-

ill, “grew like Topsy'' during the late
*70s and early '80s. As more and more
mining companies leased land and
began exploratory drilling, scores of
northern Wisconsin townships passed
mining moratoriums. Mining s un-
welcome in the rural north.

A case in point: In the early '80s,
Exxon tried to open-a mine just east of
the Mole Lake Reservation south of
Crandon. But the town of Nashville,
informed by Gedicks' Center  for
Alternative Mining Policy, would not
issuc a permit, and Exxon eventually
bowed out. "A group of us wenl (o
every town of Nashville meeting for
months, ' recalls Gedicks, "and Exxon
couldn't answer our guestions.”™

This time the mining interests have
been more successful. Town of Grant
residents passed zoning laws restricl.'ung
mining at their annual town Meetngs.
But township officials ignored them
when they signed a local agreement
with Kennecott. Now Husk County
Circuit Judge Frederick A, Henderson
will decide if the officials exceeded
their authority.

Boscoe Churchill is convinced they
did . Histarically the governing body of
a town. is the people at the annual
meeting,' he says, vowing to appeal the
case o the state Supreme Court if
NECessATY.

If the courts rule in favor of the
citizen  petitioners, Kennecotl won't

have a valid local agreement, and the
DNR can't issue a permit to mine. If the
local agreement is upheld, Kennecott is
ready to begin.

The 1.9-million-ton ore body just
south of Ladysmith is said to be 10.5%
copper, now valued at about $1.15 per
pound. Precious metals are also said to
be present, but probably not in what
one observer calls “‘profitably ex-
tractable'’ amounts. The total value of
the proposed mine’'s ore is said to be
$400 million to $500 million.

PAVING THE WAY

MNorthern Wisconsin's geology is similar
to Ontario's, site of much mining, some
of it for uranium. Aenal magnetic
surveys and hundreds of exploratory
cosgholes drilled during the last 20
years show where deposits are. Ac-
cording to the Rusk County Citizens'
Action Group, 26 mining corporations
have bought or leased 500,000 acres in
northern Wisconsin, Kerr-McGee alone
has some 500K acres for uranium
exploration.

The new resource colony straddles
the headwaters of the Pine, Popple,
Peshtigo, (conto, Wolf, Eau Claire,
Wisconsin, Tomahawk, Chippewa,
Flambean and Iled Cedar nivers. They
flow into the Mississippi Hiver or Lake
Michigan—waters already struggling
with pollution,

Kennecott is working in loose concert
with other corporations who have eyes
for the bioregion's metals. And
Wisconsin discoverics and polities are
the talk of the trade.

Larry Mercando, Kennecott's project
manager for the Ladysmith mine,
confides that other mining outfits were
not pleased that his eompany agreed to
refill the mining pit when the dig is
done. “They are afraid it will set a
precedent,”” he says.

(Another precedent was set this week

" when the state Puoblic Lands Commis-

sion agrecd Lo lease 160 acres of state-
owned land o a mining partnership.
Dissenting member Douglas La Folletoe,
Wisconsin secretary of state, sad it was
a “'‘major step backward. ™)

Mining interests are well positioned
for a foray into the Badger State. James
Klauser, Gov. Tommy Thompson's
secretary of administration, used to
work as a lobhyist for Exxon Coal and
Minerals, Peter Peshek, a public in-
tervener involved in constructing the
legal context for mining, now works for
the Madison 1aw firm of DeWitt, Porter
et al, which represented Exxon in
Wisconsin and s now representing
Kennecott.

Peshek helped institute the state’s
“consensus’’ model for environmental
bargaining. It assumes everyone wants
development. Outright rejection of a
project is not part of the model. Thus,
interveners can only attempt to
minimize damages; they can't just say
no—not even if no is the ecologically
COFTeC Answer.

Mining interests won other gains. The
severance tax, which guaranteed the
state a percentage of the wvalue of

metals mined, was changed to a net-
proceeds tax, which means the mine
only has to pay il it makes a profit.
“And,” exclaims Churchill, ““they get
to keep the books!"

Other rules allow mining companies
to degrade surface and groundwater
within gquantified levels, and offer
exclusion zones and zones of initial
discharge, where anything goes. The
state Supreme Court said it was okay
(Narada wvs. Wisconsin, 1983) for the
miners to keep core-drilling results a
secret.

Put the most useful gift to the mining
interests was the Thompson ad-
ministration’s inclusion in the 1988
budget bill of a provision authorizing
local governments—any county, town,
village, city or tribal unit—to
unilaterally enter into agreements with
mining companies. Thus the companies
can bypass public sentiment and focus
their lobbying efforts on a few officials.

BOOM OR BUST '
Rusk County (population 16,000) ranks
f6th in per capita income among the

Mining could change
the face of northern
Wisconsin. If
Kennecott gets its
way, other mining
interests are
expected to follow.

state’s T2 counties. The economy is a
mix of farming, tourism, services and
logging. Ladysmith (population 3,800} is
the only city. Many residents commute
to Eau Claire and Chippewa Falls, about
60 miles south. Area households tend to
draw Lheir income -from a vanety of
s0urces.

Besides horses—''my pets,”" savs
Roscoe—the Churchills plant corn, oats
and alfalfa. They also harvest timber,
manage a household garden, kecp
chickens and goats, and use a wood
stove for heat. :

The area has its share of hard-luck
stories, including the closing of a Master
Craft casket factory in Ladysmith. The
city is named after a woman who
owned the land, sold it for its timber
and never visited.

In addition to touting the boomlet a
mining operation would bring, Ken
necott’s Flambeau Mining Co. put
pressure on local of ficials. The company
threatened to have Ladysmith annex
the necessary 2,760 acres of Grant
Township’s land (one-eighth of the
town) and to sue Rusk County over its
restrictive zoning laws. It also offered
the governments up-front money.

In early 1988, the mining negotiating
committee was split. Then, on the
Monday before Election Tuesday, mail
appeared accusing some incumbents of
improprieties. [Eleven county board §



members lost their seats, 'a purge.
Roscoe Churchill survived. =

. The board's new chair and vice chair
are a real estate agent and a large-scale
farmer. They favor mining and led the
new bloc to restructure the committee,
which voted over the objections voiced
al public hearings. Thus Kennecott
secured its local agreement.

Complaints about the voting scandal
went to Attorney General Donald
Hanaway and died there. But the issue
is not dead in Rusk County.
"Depositions are being taken,"' says
Roscoe Churchill.

Under the local agreement, Ken-
necott promises to pay Ladysmith,
Grant Township and Rusk County each
about $500, 000 with an additional $1.5
million to the county if the mine makes
a profit.

The state's share—including wages,
taxes, purchased materials, con-
tributions to the mining fund, etc. —will
be around $6 million per vear for a total
of 860 million, 10% of the ore’s value.
John Strasma, a UW-Madison professor
of resource economics, says Third
World nations receive as much as 40%
of the value of minerals, although the
Wisconsin mine is a relatively small-
scale operation.

Production employment is pegged at
40 locals, with more hired during a few
months of start-up and again at close-
down. Even including secondary em-
ployment gains, this represents only a
1% increase in county employment.
Mine opponents seize on such in-
formation.

“For so few jobs we're expected to
roll over and play dead to an en-
vironmental threat, "' grumbles
economist Rob Kennedy, author of
Wisconsin at the Crossroads. "There
are at least as many jobs tied to having a
clean environment along the Flambeau.
When the natural esthetic is changed,
these jobs will be gone permanently,”

As Kennedy sees t, '‘Northern
Wisconsin needs economic develop-
ment, but we need a development
policy that fits our environmental
policy. Mining is nonsustainable, a boom
and a bust that will make us less attrace-
tive at the end.””
subsidiary of Kennecott Copper, which
used to be owned by Standard Ol and
later British Petroleum. Now Kennecott
belongs to Ric Tinto Zinc, a British
company and the world's largest metals
corporation, with mines in Australia,
Brazil, New Guinea, South Africa,
Zimbabwe, Chile, Canada, Namibia,
Norway—40 nations in all, according to
a corporate profile in the August 1989
Engineering and Mining Journal.

The Wilkdlife Federation's list of the
nation’s top 500 polluters has Ken-
necott’s Copperton, Utah, mine in ninth
place. “Kennecott’s not been a good
corporate neighbor,'” says Allen Miller
of the Utah Environmental Center in
Salt Lake City. ""They've had to be put
in the corner before they'd do the
responsibie thing. "'

According to Miller, the company
only reluctantly agreed to spray the

tailings piles (the fine powder left after
the ore has been processed) when the
wind picks up and is still stonewalling
on the aguifer problems. I expect
they'll eventually go bankrupt, and it
will become a Superfund site,” he says.
"Those English guys are treating us like
a Third World country. They have no
remorse for poisoned wells, If they plan
on doing something near a river where
you are...the very idea appalls me!"”

Flambeau Mining wants to dig a pit
225 feet deep and covering 32 acres, set
the waste rock aside in two piles, crush
the ore and railroad it out of the state
for refining. The company says it will do
this in six years of production and two
of reclamation,

Under the pact struck with Ken-
necott, local zoning ordinances and
moratoriums are set aside, and the
mining company can apply for major
changes in the conditional land-use
permit—such as enlargement of the pit,
extension of the time allowed to mine,
building a smelter, and cyanide
leaching of the waste-rock piles for
inexpensive recovery of gold,

Residents and activists opposed to the
mine—including Chippewa Indians,
who believe their treaties give them the
right to stop environmentally damaging
activity in ceded territory—fear that
acid drainage from the mine will pollute
surface and groundwaters with heavy
and radivactive metals.

“'We are afraid of the heavy metals in
various compounds that will be carried
by wind and water as particulates,”
says Evelyn Churchill, “There is no way
to put the puisons back in the bottle
once they've escaped, '’

There will be plumes of dust from the
blasting, crushing and handling of ore.
The particulates will mostly settle on
Grant, Flambeau, Dewey, Thornapple
and Grow townships dairy farms,
woods and waters—where the en-
vironment is now almost pristine, (The
EIS says the dust at the crusher and on
the haul road will be held down by
watering.)

Currently, Kennecott's plan calls for
crosion control, settling ponds and a
wastewater-treatment plant. The
company will place plastic liners un-
derneath high-sulfur wastes. The land
will be graded to drain into the pit, and
pit pumpings will be treated.

Alter the mining is complete, Ken-
necott promises to refill the pit with
high-sulfur waste rock and sludge from
the water-treatment process, then
cover that with low-sulfur rock and
finally with the piled-up overburden of
181 acres until the grade is close to
what it once was.

Concerns remain. The plastic liners
under the high-sulfur waste rock pile,
runoff pond and surge pond are said to
be 99°% effective. That means 20 million
gallons of acid runoff will get through in
the mining years. The settling ponds are
designed with leaky bottoms—perhaps
6,000 gallons per day will recharge the
groundwater. The runoff will mostly
drain inte the pit, be pumped out,
treated and discharged into the river,

- examples;

In addition, a discharge of 20 gallons
per minute is planned to go into a
wetland, then into the Flambeau.
Hydrogen sulfide in lethal amounts may
come out of the treatment plant, Some
sedimentation is inevitable, There will
be acid hot spots in the back-filled pit.

Almost certainly, the beautiful
Flambeau River will be polluted with
heavy metals, acid-laden runoff and
silt. Gronndwater purity and levels will
be negatively affected. The natural
esthetic will be changed.

UNEQUAL BATTLE
At the DNR's present level of
knowledge and motivation, the EIS says
everything should be okay. But if
technical optimism  fails, serious
damage could result, as even DNE
project manager Bob Ramharter admits.
“The primary long-term environmental
concern is the high-sulfur waste rock
and the potential for that to release
contaminants inte the groundwater,™
he says,
The language of uncertainty is
everywhere in the draft EIS and,
Ramharter confirms, in the final EIS to
be released March 8 or 9. Some
"Excess acid production
could be controlled with the addition of
lime...."" “Acidic leachate could be
produced by oxidation of pyrite...."" “'In
-general, it appears that the proposed
discharge would meet most of the ef-
fluent limits...."" “The discharge may
contain  levels of hydrogen sulfide
which are toxic to fish and aquatic
life...."

Explains Ramharter: *'The purpose of
an ElIS is to accurately disclose what we
know about the impacts, and it simply
lsn’t accurate to predict impacts with
absolute certainly,"

Opponents of the mine are less
equivocal in predicting it will receive
state approval, paving the way for
future projects. **We are concerned,”
says Becky Leighton, a member of the
citizen advisory committee established
by the public intervener's office, “‘that
the precedents and standards set for

" this six-year mine will be applied to a
J0-year mine."

Whether or not that occurs, local
opponents think the Kennecott mine
sets a bad precedent on its own terms.

“'If a copper mine ever becomes a fact
here,"" says Roscoe Churchill, *'it will be
because the huge multinational mining
corperations have unlimited wealth and
unlimited hungry lawyers who work to
undermine the legislators, the county
boards, the town boards and the local
Jjudges to get what the companies want
regardless of the wishes of the local
peaple. o

“Kennecott has dominated thé state
and the local municipalities to erode the
laws and zoning eodes, so it could mine
with the least possible restrictions, and
has now entered the moratorium
lawsuit in the town of Grant to in-
Muence the local circuit court's
decision. It is an unequal battle that we
don't dare to lose.”"H
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A PARTiZANS REPORT.......

Last October members of the Lac du
Flambeau Chippewa tribe took a vote.
They rejected an offer of $50 million
to give up their treaty rights, which
include fishing rights on 250 lakes
for a ten year period.

James Klauser, chief advisor to the
governor of "isconsin, and former
lobhyist for state led efforts to

5uy Lreaty rights so that Exxon and
nion Carbide could operate on
Anishinabe (Chippewa) land,has failed
once again. Governor, Tommy Thompson
said, "It's done, it's dead...It had
to be ratified by the tribe...we're
going to have to review all of our
options".

One could be forgiven for thinking
that his statement indicates that
BTZ's mining proposal is now 'on hold’
since the rights to freely gather,
fish and hunt on their traditional
land, which are acknowledged in the
treaty would be infringed by a mining
project which would close-off areas
of land, and affect the environmental
balance which sustains the flora, fauna
and aquatic life in the region.

Governor Thompson couldn't hide how
peeved he was, and condemned the Lac

du Flambeau members who voted to

keep their treaty rights as "militant
extremists".

S0 hearings for the Flambeau Mining
Company's application for a permit to
build and operate a surface copper,
gold and silver mine at Ladysmith have
begun. The mine site is just 140 metres
from the Flambeau river, has an
expected life of six years, and will
employ 40 locals, The draft environ-
mental impact study has been released
and has already received heavy criticism.
There will be several hearings through
spring and summer, and the decision on
permits 4 scheduled for August,
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Kathleen Falk, from the Public
Intervenor's Office of Wisconsin's
Jepartment of Justice, (whizh is acting

as a "watchdog" for the environment,
to intervene wherever necessary to
protect "public rights" in the natural
resources of the state), gave testimony
that fourteen years ago Kennecott was
refused permission to mine. At the time
the Citizens' Advisory Committee (CAC)
recognised that " Wisconsin was not in
any position to intelligently determine
whether, or under what conditions,
Kennecctt, or any other mining company ,
should be allowed to mine....It was
evident that Uisconsin did not have an
adequate regulatory scheme for metal
mining.. and so, given the environmental
risks at stake with mining...the CAC
directed the intervenors to vigorously
oppose the Kennecott mine". She goes on
to say that there is now a “better
regulatory scheme by which to judge
future mine applications. The law that
exists now will set the standard by
which this mine's application is to be
judged".

But the legal code relieves mining
companies of any responszibility for
toxic waste generated by a mine

after as little as ten years from the
mine's closure, and it also states that
biproduct extraction does not require
an Envirommental Impact Study. In 1981
lawyers representing mining interests
pressured the Department of Natural
Besources into abandoning its policy on
non=degradation of groundwater, and
inte adopting rules that allow pollution
from mining wastes up to the federal
drinking water standards. An assembly
0ill was pacsed which gave the DNE
authority to wake rules wherchy
"exemption","modification" and
"variance" of the law could be obtained
for splid and hazardous waste,

'his caused a stink at the time because
the person who drafted this legislation
resigned and went to work for Exxon.
Exxon lobbyists had a large hand in F



shaping these laws, but that didn't
help them to get their =zinc mine off
the ground: the Court of Appeals ruled
that the Sakoagan band of the Chippewa
people had the right to sue Exxon
for treaty violations. Exxon withdrew
its request for a mining permit just
hefore scheduled hearings on ibs
Tnyvironmental Impact study were about
to start,

T+ seems then, that the "better
ragulatory scheme" that Kathleen Falk,
the environmental watchdog mentions ,
will allow the dumping of pollutants
into groundwater up to federal maximum
contaminant levels, and would not ask
for a permit to be obtained for mining
yranium as a bi-product. The small
print of Kennecott's local agreement
with Rusk County, the City of Ladysmith
and the town of Grant mentions the
possibility of extracting uranium and
thorium as bi-products. According to
NURE (Waticonal Uranium Resource
Evaluation) the area is rich in uranium.
The Intervenor's Office asked professor
Cherkauer, a hydro—geologist from
Milwaukee University to summarize some
of the issues. He was quite critical of
the draft environmental impact study
{DEIS). He said that this mine_would
lower the levels in local wells by as
much as 15 feet. Computer simulations
made by the company indicate that there
will be a drawdown of the water table
of up to 100 feet in the vicinity of
the mine during operations, which will
only stabilize about a decade after
reclaimation is complete. That's

15 to 28 years in all. Professor
Cherkauer questions some of the
company's figures, but thinks that

the simulations are "reasonable”.
High-sulphur waste will be stored in a
lined repository with a leachate
collection system, but low-sulphur
rock will be in an "unlined facility".
(That sounds like company jargon for
an exposed heap of tailings). Four
¢allons per minute of groundwater will
flow through high-sulphur waste rock
towards the river after mining has
ceased. Already this contravenes the
quality standards demanded by the

Pusk County Citizens' Action Group,

who want water standards to stay the
same as they are at present. They are
currently challenging the agreement
that Yennecott has drawn up with them,
and have taken Kennecott to court.

The Wisconsin Resource Protection Council
raise many other worries about the mine:

*There is little information about the
chemistry of the ore deposit. Studies
in Canada have shown that 20-23
chemicals are present in trace
quantities in the effluent of most
copper sulphide operations: copper is
poisonous to fish at parts-per—-billion
levels. During the last mine controversy
A senior engineer for Kennecott told
the S0il Conservation Society that
saimon were being raised in an open

pit copper mine that had closed. On
investigation this turned out to be a
bare faced lie. RTZ also said that they
were raising salmon (1982) in uranium-
polluted waters, Oh yeah - pull the
other fin! We can assume that the
traditional livelihoods of the Lac du
Flambeau band - fishing,gathering and
hunting would be endangered by the
mining project, and that since these
activities are acknowledged in their
treaty rights, the state has a
special legal responsibility to

protect them. r 4
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*There is no mention of the fact that
RTZ is the parent: company. Mot only
has RTZ chosen to continue the
corporate identity of Kennecotrt,
srather than calling iv Rlé USA, for
example — RTZ know that it's not good
politics to draw attention to Lhe
smash—and-grab tactic that they have
employed elsewhere around the world),
but they have alse chosen:to furthsr
distance themselves (and Kennecott)

by incorporating the Flambeau Mining
Company.

*They want the DNR to require thart
RTZ legally declare itself and accept
liability.

#The DEIS makes no reference to the
nossibility of extracting radioactive
minerals,

#The Mine application is in direct
violation of a 1982 mining moratorium,

*There is no mention of the impact of
mining on forestry, recreation, tourism
or farming,

*They say that the reclaimation plan is
unworkable.

*he use of drinking water standards
(maximum contamination levels) for
groundwater protection is inappropriate
(especially regarding fish) and
ecologically irresponsible. (Federal
standards for 17 toxins are less
stringent than National Academy of
Sciences suidelines).

Professor Cherkauer says thal the
monitoring system for water pollution
described in the DEIS is "not
adequate", But the Intervenors Office,
(remember that they are supposed to be
protecting public rights to natural
resources) have commended Flambeau
Mining for the way that they have
taken into consideration the concerns
of the CAC in their DETS, Kathleen
Falk says "this was indeed a very

different exchange than occured fourteen

years ago, when numerous lawsuits

and enormous antagonism abounded"”, She
says, for example, that Flambeau Mining
"does not propose any processing in
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Wisconsin, thereby eliminating the most
significant and long term environmental
questions about how to handle long term
i 11ut10n effects of mine tailings", and
lhat Toxlc1ty of an open pit that would
fill-up with water over future VEeArs

WILL NOT BE AN ISSUE given the company's
environmentally preferable choice of
backfilling the open pit with waste rack",
She goes on to say that the CAC "has had
Lo make a choice to devote limited Public
Intervenors' resources to what it viewed
as the potentially most significant
impacts...because of its other workloads
intervenors have been asked to concentrate
on the groundwater aspects of this
proposal, and groundwater levels". From
the information that we have, it sounds
as though the stance that the CAC are
taking is to work with the mining company
to create a proposal which will minimise
damage to the environment. Yathleen Falk
says "It was the CAC's hope that early and
constant advocacy during the preapplica—
tion process would make the application
more environmentally sound...We have been
very appreciative of the company efforts
Lo answer our questions, and more
importantly to take into consideration
our urgings as they have drafred and
designed their project, But the stance

of this body, set-up to protect the
rights of the public, falls far short of
environmental concerns of the Rusk County
Citizens Action Group , and the Lac du
Flambeau band of the Chippewa people.

It seems that the mining companies have
learnt a new tactic since Kennecott's
last attempt to mine this area. Two days
after that application was dismissed, a
Kennecott official told his superiors
that "Getting into bed with environment—
alists might rub raw with many of our
colleagues, hut in this day and ape I
cannot recommend a better course of action
for expedition of our project”.

S50 now it seems that the flight 3000
miles across the water to 8TZ's a.g.m.
in London to put pressure on the parent
company and iLs sharcholders, could be
a very valuable part of the campaign to
put across the point of view of the
local communities, We look forward to
welcoming the delegation frem Lac Court
Oreilles in May,and meanwhile concern
ourselves with raising the considerable
funding to make this possible. Your own
contributions and suggestions for funding
will be gratefully appreciated il



PART1ZANS is still trying to find funding for

its new MINEWATCH service, As we reported last
month,Minewatch will provide information to

people all over the world who are affected by
mining operations, Qur offices contain what

may be the most comprehensive documentation

on world mining from an environmental and

peoples' perspective, anywhere in the world.

We have already been asked to help many groups,

but still need a funding body to finance the
scheme. 50 far we have been contacted by:

CEDI, Sao Paulo, Brazil; Tipi Enterprises

(aff. International Indian Treaty Council (USA):
Environment Liason Centre, Niarobi, Kenya;
Citizens' Committee Against Uranium Mining in

the Black Forest (West Germany);CIMI (Conselho
Indigenista Missionario),Brazilia, Brazil;

CEASPA, Panama City, Panama; Dalit Sahitya

Academy, New Delhi, India; Witoon Permponsacharoan
'{Prniﬁut for Ecological Recovery}, Bangkok,
Thailand; CEDOIN (Centro de Documentacion e
Informacion), La Paz, Bolivia; IWGIA (International
Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, Copenhagen, Denmark:
Peninsular Watchdog Group, Coromandel, Aeotora, (New Zealand);
Friends of the Earth, Sweden; TAPOL, Indonesian Humgn Rights Campaign,
Britain; Indian Law Resource Centre, Washington, USA:; Rainforest Action
Network, San Francisco, USA; "Watching Brief",Public Radio News Service,
Victoria, Australia; Friends of the Earth, Fitzroy, Australia;
Multinationals and Development Clearing House, Washington, USA: Third
World Resouces, Oakland, USA; Centre Europe-Tiers Monde, Geneva,
Switzerland; Conservation Council of South Australia, Adelaide; Amigos
da Terra, Lishoa, Portugal; Minority Rights Group, London, Britain;
Socio—Ecological Union, Moscow, USSE: Confederacion de Nacionalidades
Indigenas de la Amazonia Ecuatoriana, Puyo, Ecuador; The Fcoloeist
Magazine, Dorset, Britain; Foundation L.A.K.A., , Ede, Netherlands;
Multinational Monitor, Washington, USA; Prohe International, Toronto,
Canada; Western Desert Puntukurnuparna, Western Australia; Environmental
Policy Institute, Washington ,[JSA; PLASMA, Samarinda, East Kalimantan,
Indonesia, Survival Internmational, London, England; Burma Support Group,
London, England; Tiuet Support Group, London, England; Comision
Pro-Amazonia, Madrid, Spain; Australian Council for Overseas Aid,
Canberra, Australia; Cordillera Environmental Concerns Committee, Baguio
City, Philippines; North—South Institute, Ottawa, Canada: North
UQueensland Congervation Council, Australia,

From this overwhelming reponse it is clear that the need for a service
to empower campaigners with the information that they need is very
urgent, and that the issue of mining
should be taken as seriously as other
concernstsuch as the rainforests,
whale killing, ozone destruction),
which threaten our environment.

y S AVE You
HEARP ABouT
THoSE NEW
ATIANEWATCH
BRIEFS 17

MINEWATCH has started to produce a
series of briefing sheets which deal
with different aspects of mining,
and its implications for this planet
and the people, animals and plants -4
that live on it.

NOW AVAILABLE FROM PARTiZANS (Please send 40p in stamps to cover eXpenses):
*No.l = "Tin or Teak?" An introduction to the implications of mineral extraction
on rainforests around the world, and on rainforest-dwelling people.

) 2oz E = L1 ..
No.2 Yellowcake Roadg Outlining the world market in uranium, current regions
of production, and:likely areas of future developments.



Mavbe my cars or my memory deceives

me, but I thought that at last year's
a.g.m. Sir Alistair said RTZ

was nob involved in any form of

cyanide leaching. This method of
seperating precious metals from their
ores is perhaps one of the most worrying

. developments to occur in mining

technology over recenl years, and it is
little consolation that on hearing ahout
Kennecott's intentions to use cyanide

at Barneys Canyon in the USA, FARTiZANS
were assured in a lecter from Sir Alisteir
Frame that no BTZ subsidiary would use
'in-situ' cyanide leaching. He claims

that this was the assurance he made at
last year's a.g.m.

There are three ways in which cyanide is
used in the process of gold extraction,
"In=situ" or "solution mining" (as it is
sometimes called), is the most dangerous.
This involves pouring the cyanide
solution directly into the ground, where
it will permeate the ore and dissolve
the gold. The gold, (still in solution),

is collected further downstream, or is

pumped out of the ground, leaving

amounts of irretrievable cyanide in the
ground, where they can enter the water
systems. Temembering the news headlines
during the recent crisis over the

cyanide cannisters that were being washed-
np on the south coast of Sngland during
the February storms, "Cne Sniff And You're
Teadl", (all the beaches around Brighton
were evacuated], it is strange that
solution mining has not been ocutlawed
across the world., This particular form

of genocide would probahly he a
preference for many mining companies, if
they could get away with 1t, because it
is like goine to the toilet — once

vou've pulled the flush, it becomes
somebody elses problem.

deap leaching involves:piling-up-the-ore
on a supposedly "Impermeable” pad,
pouring the cyanide solution over the ore
and collecting and seperating the
residues via a drainage system. This is
Lthe method that ¥ennecott will use at
Yarney's Canyon. It is far from
satisfactory, for the pad which isolates
the poisonous solutions from the
environment are made from polythene
which is about one eighth of an inch
thick., (Imagine thousands of tons of ore
sitting on that),The process is

more expensive for mining companies,

and leaves them with the responsibility

- df having to monitor the huse pile of

poisonous rubble which is left at the
end of the operation for thousands of
years.
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Engineering and
Mining Joprnal |
| January 1990 :
D Ecittor: r
| . In describing liness for liaching ap- 4
cralions whether compacted soll R g
polymeric membrane, there is na such
thing as “impermeable™, Permeability
Bl 10 ths context must be defined by wate,
i i cmfsec. The we af an o bselute word
like “impermeabie” can resul in con
pequences similar 1o those from 3 re-
cent federal act (the Delaney Aty The
tEpreision "na’ or “rere” concentra
thon, despite the best af intentions, has
R |2l 10 LhicLy ¥ears of problems’ '
& @ Barrens pondi lacated 2t Jeach sites
o are nol “hazardoes wastes,” ai least
| until the vessation of operations, if evan
then, Siace they recy wy -
prawess mraterials and ars questiona bl
subsject 10 hazardous- WASTE regula-
tions. The decision an how they should
By be lincd may ned be ailected by this ¢
f fine: pacnt, bt mandi tore vs volunlary |
Y ddecisioas and the jurisdiction (Tederal, e
sme ol Sfate, or kcall invalved are ceriainly ¢
significant asperts, L
Let’s extend quantitative thinking 1o
| 2l our limpeage and minimire the 1
long-1erm pain tha: eould result from |
B these fuzzy expressions!

Yours vere 1ruly,
F W 12eVries

Chadds Ford. ['4

Vat leaching is the safest of these
three a!ter‘natiﬁrc:ﬁ; the same Process
takes place in a sealed vat, Perhaps
we should be asking the question: Is

it really worth using such poisonous
processes simply inorder to get at

onz of the world's most useless metals?
Mercury is also used in a similar way
to cyanide, and at the end of 1%8¢

we Teported that 0.5% of the world's
total stock of this highly toxic

metal had been stolen from an BTZ
factory in East London. We never

heard if the mercury was recovered,

or what R1Z was intending to use it for,
but it is possible that it was for use
in precious metal extraction.

Yho now has that "deadly" mercury

is anybody's guess,

The risks are too high, and the

benefits to humanity non-existent.

The new gold boom has taken-off because
this new technology can be used to
exploit previously unviable low-grade
deposits, "TZ has got interests in such
deposits all around the world: Ireland,
US54, Canada, Pappa Mew Cuinea, Indonesia,
france, Australia, South Africa and
Brazil. The Mining Journal reports that
about 207 of world cyanide demand is

from the gold mining industry, and

as gold production has grown by 6%

every year since 1984, cyanide demand

has also gprown; by 10% in 1987, and
19% in 1985,

Perhaps Sir Alistair did not deny that
RTZ would use cvanide in heap and vat
leaching, but neither did he openly
admit to it. Far more nitrageous is that
ChA did attempt to use cyanide leaching
in situ, at the Eastville deep leads in
Victoria, Australia. CRA were denied a
permit to use cyanide and they said that

they werse considering using other solutions,

Sir Alistair's letter to PATTiZANS

categorically denies such usage. The excuse

that he has used in the past to shirk
responsibility for CRA's atrocities,
(although he is quite happy to include
their profits in the record of accounts
handed out to shareholders), is that CRA
is now an "associate" company of 977
rather than a "subsidiary" - that since
they cut their interest in CRA to 407,
they have been leaving CRA to make its
own policy decisions. But Sir Alistair
cannat use that excuse in the case of
tastville: it was 1983 when CPA were
sent packing by local farmers around
Mount Mitchell, who formed the local

Ground Water Protection Society.



NO MORE
BUUGAINVILLE

Fvents around the Bougainville copper mine
in the North Solomons province of Papua

New Guinea have now culminated in CRA, the
managers of the mine, pulling out their
personel and closing down the operation.
After more than a year of armed struggle
between the Bougainville Liberation Army,
who have been fighting for compensation

from the mining company for destruction to
their land, and the PNG government (who
as=well as-recieving collosal revenue in the
form of taxes, also have a 202 in the mine).

The struggle, which involved more than 40
deaths, and military aid to the PNG
government from the Alustralian government,
has become internationally renowned. At an
RTZ presentation in New York earlier this
year, set up to encourage investment from
the USA, several prospective ' investors
were concerned at the events which have
caken place around the Bougainville copper
mine, and as the Financial Times article
opposite shows, CRA has taken a considerable
financial blow from what RTZ once referred tc
as the "jewel" in its "crown".

When guestioned about Bougainville at last
year's a.g.m, Sir Alistair tried to suggest
that the conflict had arisen over the issue
of Bougainvillean seccession from the
central government in Port Moresby, but
this is quite unfounded: the struggle was
always centred around the mine area, and
now that CRA have pulled—out thé BLA have
called for a cease-lire,

The implications for ather mining projects

in that part of the world are considerable.
Over the last year there has been a surge

of foreien companies into PNG and Indonesia.
One of the justifications for this plunder is

CRA pessimistic

|despite third year

of record earnings

By Chris Sherwell in Sydney

CRA, the Australian resources
group 49 per cent-owned by
RTZ of the UK, yesterday
reported its third successive
year of record profits, but
suggested it was unlikely to
repeat the performance in 1990

Results for the 12 months to
December showed after-tax
anwiticagequntad aarrines of
A%648.4m {US$485m), up 28 per
cent from A$504.7m. The 1883
figure has been adjusted
upwards under new accounting
standards covering extraordi-
nary and abnormal items.

Earnings per share were
113.1 cents, up from 89.6 cents,
and directors declared a fully
franked final dividend of 38
cents to make 58 cents for the
year, up from 42 cents.

Before the equity coniiivu-
tion of Pasminco - CEA's 40
per cent-owned base melals
joint venture with North Bro-
ken Hill Peko - the group's
aarnings were actually lower
at ASA42m, including A$77Tm of
abnormal items. y

Overall sales revenues were
also down, to A$4.97hn from
A%5.31bn.

The group blamed the falls
principally on the shutdown of
the Bougainville Copper gold
and ropper mine in Papua New
Guinea., which contribuied
A$16.5m in losses, and on
lower aluminium prices wiicl,
together with a strike in the
TR0 o LA, (TS R
contribution from Comaleo, its
subsidiary.

{(ffzetting this, apart from
Pasminco's higher esrnings,
were stronger profit contribu-
tions from CRA's iron ore,
coal, diamonds and salt activi-
ties, '

that it is 2nly the

sophigsticated multinationals that havethe technology and financial
clout to develop these remote rich deposits. But at Mount Kare,
for example, where CRA has obtained a licence to mine for gold,
we are told in a PNG newspaper that it would be quite possible for

this deposit to be mined by Papua

New Guineans using relatively

unsophisticated equipment. There has been considerable support for
the PLA, despite attempts by some government officials and news=
papers in PNG and Australia te try and brand them as unreasonable

terrorists.

Since the laws returned the land in PNG to its
traditional landowners when it zained independence from Australia, .
there i=s also a strong feeling amongst Papua New Guineans that they

should he able to determine what happens on their land and that 3t

is not.there to be used and abused by greedy foreigners. That
conflict was the basis of the hloodshed at Bougainville.

PARTiZANS/MINEWATCH will he producing a special booklet giving a
thorough account of the events at Bougainville., Please send us
a large 5.A.E. marked "Bougainville" plus £1.00,

FT 08/23/90

The resuiting overall
improveinent was an illustra.
tion of CRA's strongth, Mr
John Ralph, managing direc-
tor, said yesterday.

But he also indicated that
the group would have diffi.
culty matching this perfor-
mance in 19%), chiefly because
of slower world economic
growth and Bougainville's con-
tinued shutdown. Last month's
A$102.5m insurance recovery
would ameliorate the effects of
the closure, but It was unclear
when the company would be
able to resume production, he
gaid.

The A%$77m in abnormal
items included profits from the
sell-down of CRA's Pasminco
holding to 40 per cent from 50
per cent, offset by the person-
nel and repair eosts relating to
the Bougainville closure.

During the year the group
spent A%57Im on new projects
and investments, including the
purchase of BP Australia’s coal
operations, construction of the

. Channar iron ore mine in

Western Australia and con-
struction of the Kaltim Prima
Coal project in*Indonesia.

On top of its expanding
interests in Indonesia and
Papua Mew Guinea, the group
also revealed yesterday that it
had spent US§15m on a 30 per
cent interest in an under-
ground gold and copper deposit
in the northern Philippines.
The major shareholder is
Lepanto Consolidated Mining.

CRA now has gross debts of
ASI.06bn and cash and
short-term invesiments of
AS3m.

Gearing, measurad as debt
{net of cash) as a percentags of
dabt and equity, fell to 14.9 por
cent from 18.4 per cent.

On an otherwize lacklustre

SLACHR. Dlalds. bt LEia g
voked & positive response and
CHA shares finished 25 cents
higher at A$12.15.
#® Galactic Resources has sold
75 per cent of its 40 per cent
stake in Far Southeast Gold
Resources, to a wholly-owned
unit of CRA for US$15m, Reu-
ter reports from Vancouver.

CRA has an option to pur-
chase the remainder of Galac-
tic’s interest for $20m until
May 1 1990, and for $25m until
October 28.

Far Southeast Gold, which
Galactic jointly owns with
Lepanto Consolidated Mining,
owns the right to mine a gold)
copper property in Benguet
province in the Philippines.



Breakthrough in Bougainville

-A crucial breakthrough in the 16 month old Bougainville conflict came frem-amurikely source - a Swedish

professor skilled in conflict resolution techniques.

Two days after arriving on the island of Bougainville, ne was in the jungle talking face-to-face in a relaxed four
and a half hour conversation with Sam Kauons=, military chief of the Bougainville Revolutionary Army.

* The professor has played a key role in building the
mutual trust siowly developing belween the combat-
ants in a war which has cost more than 100 |ives."

He was introduced to the Bougainville situation by
Graeme Kemelfield, director of the University of PNG's
centre on Bougainville, himself married to a Bougainwil-
lean woman. Kemelfield is a membear of the task force
set up by the provincial government on Bougainville, 10

- examine frash options for breaking the deadlock which
has forced the closure of all government services out-
side the provincial capital of Arawa. (PNB Feb.'20)

In Fort Moresby there had also been a shift of ap-
proach, with the widaly respected Secratary of Foraign
Aftairs Bill Dihm brought in by Prime Minister Namaliu,
to lead a team of senior officials searching for new so-
lutions, particularly non-military ones.

The present Justice Minister Bernard Narakaobi and the
present Foreign Minister Michael Somare lad the PNG
government s negotiating t2am.

Dialogue and intansive discussions then resulted in a
cease-fire between PNG government security forces
aind e ouugdlilviie Muianis, The c2ase-nre was -
nounced on 15t March. and has hald ta date.

Emergency orders, placing a total ban on the mass
meant of qonds and the movement of people and veahi-
cies, Nave peen Wiftea People are free (o move
around.

According to reporters in Bougainville, the greatest sin-
gle feeling is one of refief - that the cease fire has
come into farce, and that it appears to be halding,

The PNG government security forces, which have al-
ready begun withdrawing. are scheduled to be out of
Bougainvile by the 16th of March. accerding to the
terms of tha caasa fire.

Kauona has appealed by radio broadcast for Bougain-
ville militants not to shoot at the departing security fore-
es; he has also appealed for no further damage to
Bougainville copper mine, which may in future be re-
opened along lines more advantageous to the Bou-
gainvilleans.

Swedish professor Wallensteen offers no explanation
for the breakthrough beyond the "patience and open -
ness of purpose” of the grovincial government task

fires and the valua of p1hird parmy rémoved from 2ny

connection with the combatants. For example, Prof.

Wallenstadn couid ses no resemolance between the

"idi Amin® figure described from Port Moresby by the

controller of the Bougainvilz emergency, PNG Police
) Akl =
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with whom he and Kemelfield talked in the jungle. 16
months of conflict builds up perspectives an both
sides, which a third party dces not carmy .
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With good will from all sides, the tragedy of the Bou-
Gainville conflict may yet tecome a precedent in the
Facific for the solving of problems - without resort to a
bigger and bigger military soiution.
info | Financial Review 2.3.20
Sydney Morning Herald 22280

Facific News Bulletin

Val. 5 Ne.3 March 1990

Balakau appealstoCRA

[he Times of Papua New Guinea 28/12/30

ENGA's new regional member, Mr [offery Balakau

socret deals with Mt Kare landowners.

has appealed to the executives of CRA to recon-
sider it's 31 per cent share of participation in the
bt Kare Alluvial Mining,

Mr Balakau said the joint venture between CRA
and Mt Eare Alluvial Mining will not be TeCOg-
nised by the people of Enga, 1t's leaders and the
Enga provincial government because CRA has
breached the normal procedure in d eveloping
mining in PNG, )

He appealed to Mt Kare landowners not to
accepl the 49 percent sham,

Mr Balakau made the comments in relation 1o
Enga Premier Ned Laina'saccusation of CRA's

br Balakau called on Minerals and Energy min-
ister Patterson Lowa not to recognise the compa-
ny. le said the state should participate in it's equi-
ty shares for the benefit of the rest of the Enga
poople,

Mr Balakau said that the Mt Kare landowners
should mine the alluvial gold themselves and not
involve international companies like CRA,
because alluvial mining does not involve high
tuchnuln%(}‘;_

Mr Balakau has promised to raise the matter with
the prime minister, Mr Namaliu and Minerals and
Energy minister, Lowa.

page
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“Sevearea years ago, the radicxi West German philosopher Hans Magnus Enzensberger
argued in his "Ct‘itiq‘JE af P{}litl&'ﬂ__gcjngm}r” that big corporations would soon
come to present themselves as the savidweg of the very "environment' they had
despoiled.And the "green" movemeat (not that-he used that term then) would swallow
the argument - haok and line,{f not sinker.Perﬁhbehas a small indication of the
way the tide has turned from the I960's,one of my célieaEugg in Partizans tecounts
a conversation he was having the other week with two representatives of other well=
known groups concerned about the quality »f life,particulardy for-the poor of the
planet, Said one of them: "Partizais is what we all look up to, these days.The
last pure group left:” Can it really be that Partizans is one of a rapidly
dwindling minority that won't accept corporate sponsorship in any guise?

So - what's wrong with being fed by the hand that bites you? First of all,
it ties the alternative solution into a dependency on the institutional,Subtly,
bhut surely, the latter gets strenghtened at the expense of the former, until the
two are indistinguishable, Second,we are nersuaded into believing that all
our problems have to have structural solutions,replete with their computer print=-
outs, troubleshooters and the technical baggage that accompanies them,

Third - and perhaps most important - we get inveigled into a corporate "mind
fix" where problems are abstracted from their context,so that new solutions
hecome new settings for human activity. The world's worst 302 polluter,Inco of
Canada,cleans up its smelters and poses as the great green giant,Heap leaching"
of gold saves the rainforest and protects thnz underground aquifers.No discussion
as to whether we need the smelters,whether we ne=d the gnld:total avoidance of
issues of local control,land rights,whs makes the profit and what they do with it,

¥ wr b k-4 * ]

The Sunday Correspondent for March 25th recounts a story once told by Mike Malloy
when he edited the Daily Mirror. Sir Val Duncan called together a late-night cahal
including Lord Robens (of the National Coal Board),some army officers and a couple
af other journalists,While a Filipino waiter served salmen (mais,naturellement!)
Duncan regaled them with his nlan to take over electricity generation, should the re
be a "socialist-inspired" coun. The prapisal was given short shrift by the guests,
and no doubt Duncan was orivately viewed as a autter, Let's not forget, howaver,
just what Duncan's paid-up pasitisn was at this time (1975): he was the chair of

Ris Tinto=-Zirc,

£ = & it c W

s significant that Duncan hraught ia a clutch of newspanermen to

the salmon and wash [t dow with a Tothschild T2 f1as always fancied its
chances with the press and when 3 particular newsnaper didn't play ball,has had no
hesitation in anplving the thumbscrews, 3stween I732 and I983% the Guardian's
financial desk was run by a zroud of guite radical Journalists who'd waken up o
the mailed fist behind the valvet zlove,duringz the 1937 AGM when Anthony Tuke
ahruptly halted the meeting,and police were called to roughhouse dissenting share-
-halders,.There followed a spate 3f critical articles dealing with the company,
including a major piece which expised CR4's manocevres to open up the Argvle diamond
mine,Eventually this was ton much for T2, St.Janes Square phoned the Quardian and
threatened to pull its advertising. Tha Guardian caved in: a thinly-veiled PR hand-
Ut was presented as a major analysis,%ossing was given a clean hill-of-health, And
nothing eritical ahout the conpany (even a letter) has appeared since,

True to fnrm,Rogzer Cowe's niece announcinz RTZ"s 1989
results (Guardian March 21)is accomnanied by a phats present-
ing Derek Birkin as a quasi-Chancellsr of the Exchequer,hand-
ing out the lollipops, Comments Cowe: "RIZ has always been at
the forefront of environmental care (it claims)...Opponents e
worried ahout Aboriginal rights,pollutisn from aluminfium smel-%-'““
ting,and South African involvements,mizht not like ft,but the
City tends to agree that RTZ is now a much better-tun COMpAany

Yes,Mr, Cowe- and Hitler did make the trains rum on
timel




LIVING WITH AIDS!
DYING FOR MONEY!

Some months ago, S5ir Alistair Frame vacated his
seat as chairman of the board of directors at
RTZ. There was a sickening anticipation as we
waited to hear where this man's negative energy
would be used next. Sir Alistair joined RTZ
after a stint as the Atomic Energy Authority's
director of reactor research. During his career
he was Mrs Thatcher's first choice to to lead
the National Coal Beoard threough its dispute
with the National Union of Miners, but he turned
down this post and joined RTZ instead,

We were hoping that Sir Alistair might take an
parly retirement and take up his alleged
gardening hobby full-time. But no such luck, not
only will he retain a position on the board of
directors at BTZ) he has alsc just taken on

the chair of the Wellcome drugs company in

the U.5,4. This is in addition o his leadership
of Davy International, the engineering company
which built so many of the world's nuclear
plants% and his presence on the board of Glaxoe,

Both Glaxo and Wellcome are involved in
producing a drug to combat the HIV virus, and
we can only speculate that it is because of 5ir
Alistair's ability and willingness to deflect
criticisms and fob-off shareholders' and the
publiec's concerns by fair means or foul, that
he has been chosen to head the company. Sadly,
the market in AIDS treatments will become

more and more lucrative; the need for the
profit-minded drugs companies to be able to
defend their exhobitant mark—ups on products
will become crucial to them., ACT UP (The AIDS
Coalition to Unleash Power) used a campaigning
tactic which was pioneered by CIMRA/PARTiZANS
when they became dissenting shareholders in
Wellcome so that they could probe the company
on the prohibitive cost of their AT treatment,
Since that action PARTiZANS have contacted

ACT UP and we now hope to meet up to  share
our experience of campaigning against multi-
national corporations, and Sir Alistair in particular. »%

Az in most horror stories, the villain rises up to
priraue its particular brand of evil in a sequel.
But as we are all probably aware, the vampires

and sadists which are most destructive to our

real world are not the eccentrics who live

:n the tumbledown house at the end of the

street; they are the monsters in suits and

ties who have a huge unsanctioned impact on

our lives and who often get knighted for their
atrocities.

So it's not so much a case of "Goodbye and
good riddance", as "Au Revoir - at the
Wellcome a.g.m. later this year".
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IF You r& Iy THE KNOW
THEN YO REIN THE NORWICH

9 . jllhl ?[]ﬂi; ]‘:PQH()JU‘f
IF YOU i OUGHT TO KNOW bETTER)

One of PARTiZANS' biggest successes in thei. disinvestment campaign of

the early eighties was encouraging the self-prrzlaimed "anti apartheid"
Creater London Council to get rid of its £6 million worth of shares in RTZ.
During the past year the local Friends of the Earth group in Nerwich have been
trying to get the Norwich Union insurance company to disinvest from ETZ. Those
who know Norwich will know that this huge company have a very dominant presence
in the city and employ a considerable percentage of its inhabitants. The
employee's pension fund of the Morwich Union also has a large shareholding in
RTZ.

Norfolk F.0.E. received a reply from a Nerwich Union Fund Managers official
which defended the NU'S and RTZ's positien in a point by peoint rebuttal of
F.0.E.'s objections. The man, aptly named Mr. Lovett had contacted RTZ to get
answers to F.0.E.'s points. He summed up his letter by saying, "We have no
reason not to believe any of the information supplied to us by RTZ".

F.0.E. were told that RTZ had not contravened any of the laws of the countries
in which it operates — (What about the their contravention of the U.N. decree
on Namibia with the illegal export of uranium from the Rossing mine?), and
that BTZ's "willingness to take steps to deal with individual problems"
regarding their effect on the environment is "responsible and acceptable'.

Mr Lovett says that at Bougainville (the huge copper mine in Papua New Guinea
which sparked off a war between local landowners and the government, resulting
in over 40 deaths), "Tailings have been a problem, but we understand that
construction of a pipeline to the coast is currently being undertaken after
which a rehabilitation programme for the river will begin".

It is going to be interesting to see if the promise of rehabilitation of the
river will be kept now that the mine has been forced to close down and CRA
have removed their Australian workforce from the country. We can assume that
it was RTZ who gave this assurance to Mr Lovett: if the clean-up does take
place, will it be done by the government of PNG (who also had a stake in the
mine), or will it be paid for by CRA who maﬁkﬁd the mine?Now that RTZ have
given this assurance it is up to us to make sure that it is carried out. If
the Norwich Union are so confident in RTZ's integrity, maybe we should urge
them to hold RTZ to their promise. The Jaba river was a major food source for
many of the communities living on the banks of its 30 mile estuary. Since
Bougainville Mining started up in the early seventies the river has been
pronounced dead by scientists, and the polsonous tailings from the mine have
raised the river bed by up to 30 metres in places.

JUST HOW GREEN
HAVE WE BEGOME




Mr Lovett also assures F.0.E. that RTZ's relationship with aboriginal people
iz not a cause for concern. He says that the Argyle diamond mine in Western
Australia arted with the consent of local communitries, and that at Weipa in
Dueensland (the largest open bauxite mine in the world), "The aboriginal
community remains and has not been moved”. Neither of these statements are
strictly true, and it is irresponsible of RTZ to deliberately misconstrue the
F.0.E.'s points. At Argyvle four aboriginal people were whisked-off to Perth to
sign what is known as the Glenhill agreement,but they were not elected or
authorised by the communities. It later transpired that these four people had
absolutely no idea of the contents of the documents which they had signed, and
CRA refused to disclose the contents of the agreement in public, In the case
of Weipa, ves, the Aboriginal community does remain, but their homes were
burnt down and bulldozed, and they were forcibly relocated.

Mr. Lovert is also wrong to assert that RTZ's uranium has not been used in the
nuclear weapons industry. But then maybe the clever wording "has not been
supplied to manufacturers of nuclear weapons" is a deliberate deceit in word
usage, for we are all aware that the BNFL,who buy RTZ uranium also supply the
nuclear war machine,

What we are seeing is a clear case of not wanting to rock the boat, and
Lovett is hoping that RTZ's pat answers will close the issue once and for all.
He says, "On the information available to us any further pressing of ETZ on
these issues would be unwarranted". But the Norwich Union can make investments
which are less unethical without losing out. What will be interesting to see
is how long they can field-off the ecriticisms: particularly now that RTZ's
Capper Pass smelter in Humberside has hit the headlines because it emits
levels of radiation higher than the nuclear industry's own limits, and its
attempts to promote a green image for itself are beginning to look more
see-through than a non—existent ozone laver. The Norwich Union may be
interested to learn that earlier this wvear BETZ gave a special presentation to
encourage investment from the U.S5. Many investors in New York were concerned
about ths events at Bougainville., Whether or not this is an ethical concern

is not clear, but CBA has already acknowledged that its pattern of climbing
profits will not continue because of their losses due te the closure of
Bougainville. Qur own forecast is that RTZ will find it increasingly

difficult to operate their high profit/high controversy mines around the
world,especially now that we are hegrnoing to see the envirconmental effects

of mining become a topical issue.

COVETT OR LEAVE IT !

phical.” ami the ML e our lnvestment porifolios we

JAMUARY 1550

HORWTH UMION HEWS

Don't
Invest In
pollution

PXAVTIY SMITHL., S
Dierasiment, wiites Fhil
Scotl s on recond as
SHYINg, W avesicl 1||.'|1-:i|'|g
mvestments in owhat we
comsider wnetlneal areis,
by III:':I' Jrre vl dvg [l ki L H]

'i W are corliming fn oo
[ e= an oopning asis e en
1 virsnmenial asyas1s ol gl o
gompanics ideatified in
P hfasch as b “the wrpred
! Wluters of Frintain's rivers.”
rnr example, we are imocon-
ract with the corporate Tin
virnemenial Alilnies fepart-
mend nf BRTZ whirh is

working clozely with RT7. -

[ire‘ll:lFl [rllﬂpﬂnil:_*' wicle
ranpr of nperatinm

Where thise cnimpanicss we
AT I A |||p||! in he
diing less tham ey sl

© v
amill will enptiniae o exer
preszure nn these rismpaikies
o immprate I Bhe conree ol
the day tn-dat sperations of
s

prr‘rnHv secking 1n
achicve a “green” mape.
| ERTICTOCUR CTICToR ] BTt WA PETEe 8
a much Benpgher Fine with
cermpanics. =och as 17
N LT Tresim o
eslueal o
view sl i
wliy hirve pen
ATCAE, M I

11 LIRL
sieglil | by Eress
rehieil theer

Hew Towd alewes o cvsinpuans =
repratatinn mccd tn .
thiz MLF willl ponsicler sovenng
ary Dinancaal links?

P PTHLIP SCOTT. Semior In

1 wesimenr Manarcr, profic

frequently moet the manage-
menrs of companies and
"Erﬂ'n issues” are always on
U apgermada .

We expect tnosee conti-
nually improving standards
bt & pemine commiiment o
the enaromment will non be
helped hy “severing any
financial finks.” If we sell one
share ihen h]. dlefimanien some
odher investnr will buy dhai
share and the ransacieon will
have no impact nn the
finances of that compamy
whaticver, Whal almrst cer
Ia-nh_.' will have |1-II_"§‘CI\I.'\J i
that thie share will hnve been
bought by a lcss socially
aware investor Al e ahility
Ten apply pressute remnves)



Conservationists Oppose Mining Giant

"Don't let CAA do to Mew Zealand
what they've dore to Bowgainuille,™
This is the message of a leaflet
handed out by members of the enwv-
ironmertsl group Maruia Society in
Queen 5t, Auck]and on Seplerber 28,

Ralliea were held the same day in
Wellington, Nelspn, Christchurch and
Duredin to protest the government's
decision Lo approve prospecting by
the ‘mining monopoly CRA at Sam's
Creak.

The prespecting license allows
for the “sampling” of 8,000 tonnes
of rock from a site within MNorth
West Melson Conservation Park.

The group's leaflet is condensed
e ] oo

Conzinc Riotinto of Australis {CRA)

This big Australisn mining, smelting
and coal exporting company has just
announced it has $2.7 billion of
cash to invest, after a record pro-
fit for the yvear.

The map shows the kind of thing
it wanks to invest in heére in New
iealand. MWore of them will be good
far the environment.

Are Lhey likely to be any good
for MNew Zealand? Tha lousy deal
w2 ve ot wilh CRA subsidiary Com-
alco should be 8 warning to us.

Ihere iz anpther warning from the
Facific island af
Hougainuille, where CRA operates a

vrice-beaut iful

nuge copper mine.

tuneral prospecting i Morthland

Thousands of hectares heid

uricher mineral prospecling
licences in Morthwest Mebon

LY

CRA

Wants Lo build @ poser station &t Marsden
Foint o burn surglus Australian coal, which
/’y.-ill worsen the greenhouss effect

Wanits to reriove 8,000 bonnes of rock
Trowm Manthrwees Melson Congenation

Park under a prospectng licence

Relused our plea to
keep aut of the Big
River Ecological
Rejarve

fura the Comalco smeker and has
successfully resisted all ellons wo get it
to pay a fair price [or the huge
M r.rf-e|-=|:l'.ri|:i:|.' i Wi

Wants 10 buy a stake in the Lake Managouri power dation, o get 3 secured
supply of Mew Lealand's cheapest ¢lectiaity for isell

Ihe mine has rno tailings cam and
no teeastment of its toxic dischar-
0es .

Thousands  of
wastes have overwhelmed the Jaba
Fiver snd polluted & large area of

Lonnes of mine

ccean anc coastline.

Leecal residents have suffered so
received so
little compensation, that they have

much  disruption, and

cut off the mine's power supply and
are now fighting to get the mire
parmanently closed.

kWhy is New Zealand so gutless in
dealing with CRA?

* The Department of Conservatlion
recently caved in to pressure  arpd
changed its policy to give CRA and
cther multinationals the right to
drill Ter
servation parks and ecologice!l res.
arves,

minerals im gur con-

#* The government and Eleciricorp
have for wyears been Ltpo wesk and
ineffective to force CRA's subsid-
iary Comalco Lo pay the same price
Ehat other Mew Zealand industries
pay for their elecbricity.

* The Hinistry for the
Ernvironment talks a lot aboub the
greenhouse effect which threatens
our climate and shorelines, but it
taken any
courage CRA from pubtbing up 8 new
powar station, even though this will
have a massive output of greenhouse
gases.

haan't sction to dia-
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THE BRZZ a.g.m., 1990

Perhaps the highlight in our campaigning calendar, the ETZ annual zeneral
meeting is, once again, almost upon us. PARTiZANS made its name by pioneering
the campaigning techpoigue of obtaining shares inorder to be able to raize

issues at the RTZ a.g.m. This is our chance to bring the company to task over
its worldwide operations; to inform shareholders and investors of the company's
activities, and to get answers from RTZ ahout their operations and intentions.

Abways frustrating, sometimes outrageous, but never dull, the a.g.m.

is where RTZ assures us and the shareholders of its moral integrity, giving
us information(often blatant lies) that we can follow-up later in the year.
With the news that Chief Gaiashkibos and Dick Brook will be arriving from

Wisconsin to confront RTZ over the proposed mine at Ladysmith, with a cloud
of uncertainty hanging over Bougainville, developments in Australia, Papua
New Guinea, Indonesia, Ireland, the Philippines, Britain and the USA, this will

be an important meetingz.

MAY 9

are you ready foR it?

LA} k - - : ] . & 2. - - F
We have not yet had confirmation of the venue for this year's a.g.m.

but it will be in London PARTi7ZANS will hold a hrief
morning of t g strategy and to prepare and
on the gquestions we wish to ask, Please telephone the office il you wish to
Find out more information., We will be finmalising details at a meeting this
month, but expect that we will be able to provide child care and

for those who require it, and may be able to help with travelling

ng workshop on the
inform ourssives

bt oaAarrance
dTTange

accomodation fo it,
expenses for those who need it. Our next issue of PARTING COMPANY will provide
more information. Please don't leave your enguiries too late — we are waiting

to hear from you,

We Need Your SH%I‘@

dno von have a shar= in RTZ that you wont be needing this year? If so we would
like you to send us the attendence card which RTZ will send you, so that
somebody else can go in your place. But dont forget to sign the proxy’

section (which gives your authorisation for another person to act as your
representative) We will need all the shares we can pet our hands on. S6 even

if you can't make it this year, you'll still be helping to undermine the

most powerful mining company in the world. So please don't forget -

as soon as yeur card arrives, sign it IN THE RICHT PLACE and post it on to us.

Turn the page & Fill out the form



[] Yes, I would like to come to the RTZ a.g.m.on May 9th:

®

[:I I already have a share

[:] I would like to buy a share and T enclose a cheque
for £5 made payable to PARTiZANS,

[:] I would like a proxy (free) so that I can attend
this year's a.g.m.

An information pack will be sent out to all those who are coming. This
will outline PARTiZANS' programme for the day. In previous years our
morning briefing has started at 10.30 in central London, with a break for
lunch. The RTZ a.g.m. has started at 2.00pm and is ussually over by 4.30pm.

[:] I will require child care for people, their
ages are!

[:] I can only come if 1 am helped with travel expenses;
I will need £

I would like to contribute towards the costs of the delegates from
Wisconsin, I enclose a cheque for £ made payable to PARTiZANS,

I am an RTZ shareholder, but will not be attending the a.g.m. this year.
Flease find my signed attendence card enclosed.

I would like to sibscibe to PARTING COMPANY. (E5 per annum for five
copies, E4 concession rate). I enclose a cheque made out to PARTiZANS

I would like more information on PARTiZANS' activities/ RTZ's activities,

in particular......... {please send an accompanying letter stating your
interests).

I would like more badges and enclose £ (50p each or three for E£1)

Your Name:
Your Address:

s [] O 0O 0O O

" *@0@ :l-'
PARTIZANS o> @@
218 Liverpool Road, ) i
‘London N1 1LE.

The A-GM. Hotline is now of




